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ASYLUM, which was inſbituted A. D. 1789, for the 
reception of female patients, diſcharged cured from 
the Lock Hos? 1TAL, ue ſhew: any diſpoſition to 
repent ant for ſake their evil courſes. 

Here they are clothed, maintained, and inſtructed, 
till they can be reftored, either to their friends, or to 
the community, in a way of kengſt 4 „ @ccord- 
ing ta their ability: and J after tlieir — to - 
Jorizty, the be found to have behaved well in their 
Teſpetive ftnations, and are nevertheleſs thrown out 
of employment ; fuch further 9 and encou- 
ragement are given them, as the circumftances of the 
inſtitution will admit. None have therefore hitherto 
been deſerted, who had not previouſly forfeited all 
claim to further help by inexcuſable miſconduct. 

A confederablemumber fave by this 1 on been 
reſtored to ſociety: and many of them have for ſeve- 
ral years given ſufficient. evidence of genuine repent- 
rr: it o tend aut T TKH 
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THE'SIGNS AND DUTIES 
HE TEMES, &c. 
| 77 — 8 5 2 


Tax holy e are repreſented by the 
Apoſtle, * only as © able to make us wiſe 
« unto ſalvation, through faith which is in Chriſt 
“ Teſus,” but as ſufficient likewiſe to © furniſh 
<« us thoroughly unto all good works.” (2 Tim. iti. 
15—17.) Hence we may conclude with cer- 
tainty, 2 they contain inſtructions, cautions, 
and examples, ſuitable to our various circum- 
ſtances; and, if properly attended to, would in 
all caſes be a light to our feet and a lantern 
e to our paths.“ On the other hand, the 
ſame Apoſtle obſerves, that Whatfoever 
* things were written aforetime were written 
& for our learning (Rom. xv, 4:) ſo that we 
may alſo be ſure, that every part of Scripture 
contains ſome important leſſon, which at one 
time or other may be peculiarly uſeful to us. 
Theſe conſiderations may ſuffice to, prepare 
the reader for attending carefully to a' paſſage 
in ſacred hiſtory, which may hitherto have but 
little attracted his notice. The principal per- 
ſons of the tribe of Iſſachar, in the days of David, 
had ſo well conſidered the ſigns and events of 
the times in which they lived and ſo well un- 
derſtood what the Lord was doing, and what 
he called them to do; that they were enabled 
to render their influence among their brethren 
ſubſervient to the important good of their 
a he children of Iſſachar - were 


B | «© men 


| 


— —_— 


_ 
- 


6 2} 
«© men that had underſtanding of the times, to 
e know 2 Iſrael 35 2 2 the heads of 
& them were two hundred, and all their 
* brethren were at their commandment.” 
The Lord had promiſed that David ſhould 
reign over all Iſtael; but ſo long as Iſhbo- 
ſheth the ſon of Saul was living, the men of 
Ifſachar wiſely. judged, that the time was. not 
arrived for the fulfilment of that promiſe, and 
that a premature attempt would only occaſion. 
the needleſs effuſion of human blood: but. 


| when Iſhboſheth was removed, they underſtood. 


that the time was come, and that it was their 
duty to afford David all the afſiſtance in their 
power. - Had they moved ſooner, or had they 
waited longer, they, would have acted unſca- 
ſonably : but the lining of the ſervice was as. 
important as the ſervice itſellf. 
_ We may learn from this inſtance, that there 
is 2 kind of obſervation and intelligence con- 


o 


cerning the circumſtances and events of the 


times, which is intimately. connected with the 
knowledge and performance of our duty; and 
that this underſtanding of the times is peculiarly 
needful and uſeful to thoſe, who in any way 
have influence over the conduct of collective 
bodies. It may indeed at firſt fight be thought 
to belong excluſively to ſtateſmen, fenators, 


magiſtrates, and others who poſſeſs ſecular diſ- 


tinctions; and it might be ſuppoſed that mi- 
niſters of religion eſpecially have little occaſion 
for it. But this ſentiment, when adopted in 
too general a ſenſe, is evidently erroneous: for 
though the þo/itica/ underſtanding of the times 


is principally requiſite for thoſe, who are.con- 


| cerned 
F 1 Chrog, Xii. 32. 


cerned to know what they ought to do „Hal 
for the good of the nation; yet every man's 
duty varies, in ſome reſpects, according to cir- 
cumſtances, and cannot properly be performed, if 
be remain entirely uninformed in theſe matters. 
The underſtanding of the times, however, 
which is S N Miniſters or private 
Chriftians, does not greatly relate to political 
queſtions: to be well acquainted with the in- 
uctions of the holy Scriptures concerning 
the Lord's providential government of the 
world and of the church, and to know how 43 
apply them to events which take place around 
us, is ſufficient. Thus we ſhall be enabled to 
form a judgment, from what men have done, 
or are attempting, concerning what the Lord is 
doing or about to do; and to determine, from 
his word, the ſpecial duties to which he calls 
us in our ſeveral places. 
This knowledge is recommended in the 
Scriptures, and the want of it is ſeverely re- 
proved. Thus Iſaiah ſays, In that day did 
* the Lord of Hoſts call to weeping, and to 
* mourning, and to baldneſs, and to girding 
with fackcloth : and behold joy and gladneſs, 
&« ſlaying oxen and killing ſheep, eating fleſh 
& and drinking wine. Let us eat and drink, 
&* for to-morrow we ſhall die! And it was re- 
« vealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, 


“ Surely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from 


« you, till you die.“ And Micah speaks to 

the ſame effect, The Lord's voice crieth unto, 

„e the city, and /e man of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy 
„ename; hear ye the rod, and who hath ap- 
& pointed it..“ 


— 
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2 If, xxii, 12-14. Mic. vi. 9. 
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* readeth underſtand.” 


£62 


We Our Lord, reproving the Jews for their un- 
belief, thus addreſſes them“ Ye hypocrites, 


« ye can discern the face of the ſæy; but can 
« ye not diſcern the ſigns of the times? And 
in predicting the ſiege and deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
lem, he particularly deſcribes the ſigns of thoſe 
times, and emphatically adds, Let him that 

Thus he plainly de- 
clared, that the wiſdom, duty, ſafety, and 
comfort of his diſciples, were inſeparably con- 
nected with an attentive obſervation and an 
accurate judgment in reſpect of the events 


Which were taking place in the world. —It is 
indeed allowed, that the primitive Chriſtians 


were in very different circumſtances than we 
are: yet it muſt alſo be granted, that, in many 
reſpects, we can neither know nor do our duty, 
without adverting to the flate of the church and 
the nation, and forming a decided opinion on 
the dangers which threaten, and the evils which 
weaken and corrupt, both the one and theother. 
Without ſome meaſure of this underſtanding 
of the times, we ſhall be at a loſs to deter- 
mine, whether we are called to. wait in quiet 
ſubmiſſion, knowing that our ſtrength is to 
« fit ftull;” or to engage in active 2 5 — 


and whether mourning and fafling, or joyful 


praiſe and thankſgiving be the buſineſs of the 
day. | Ayes 5 
Indeed in perilous and diſaſtrous times, it 
15 of great importance, that we ſhould know 
the ſource and origin of the evils which alarm or 
diſtreſs us, and the way in which they may be 
counteracted with the beſt proſpect of ſucceſs; 

in order that our exertions may be made and 
7 dux 

* Matt. xvi. 3. Luke XU, 56, 57. 


149 
our ſupplications preſented, in the manner 
moſt ſuitable to the emergency. For all our 
endeavours. muſt be ſtimulated, repreſſed, or 
regulated, according to our views. of theſe ſub- 


This kind of knowledge and diſcernment is 
eſpecially needful and uſeful to miniſters of the 
goſpel: for, though it muſt be acquired by a 
careful obſervation of the diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence, compared with the Scriptures; yet 
the bulk of Chriſtians are generally led into it 
by means of their paſtors. No doubt there 
are very numerous exceptions : yet Miniſters 
poſſeſs a variety of advantages above moſt in 
their ſeveral congregations for obtaining in- 
formation, and coming to a ſettled judgment 
on the aſpect of publick affairs; and if they 
do not give a right direction to the thoughts 
and opinions of the people, others may proba- 
bly miſlead them; or at beſt, many even of the 
more conſcientious among them will either 
wholly neglect, or very ſlightly attend to, the 
ſpecial duties of the times. 

It muſt therefore be incumbent on the Mi- 
niſters of religion to look about them, to ob- 
ſerve what is paſſing in the world, to mark the 
figns of the times, and as watchmen to warn the 
people of approaching 15 66 : not in order to 
engage them in political diſcuſſions, but to ex- 

cite them to perform their ſeveral duties, ac- 
cording to the emergency of the caſe. 
It may be ſuppoſed, that few well-informed 
perſons will deny that the preſent times wear a 
moſt extraordinary appearance. They have in 
fact called forth the energies and activity of 
men, to a degree almoſt unparalleled in hiſtory F 
; an 


A229. 


and after every abatement for the feelings of 
the perſons more immediately concerned, we 
can ſcarcely doubt, but that diſtant countries 
and remote poſterity muſt deem them pecu- 
Harly diſaſtrous and dread full. 
The Chriſtianity, moſt prevalent through the 
greateſt part of Europe for ages paft, has un- 
eſtionably been very corrupt both in principle 
practice; and it has been rendered ſubſer- 
vient to the baſe defigns of wicked men: nor 
can it be denied that arbitrary power, eccleſiaſ- 
tical and civil, has oppreſſed vaſt multitudes, 
and introduced grievances which loudly calle 
for redreſs. But the fpeculations of men, ar- 
rogating to themſelves the title of Hines, 
concerning both religion and government, under 
pretence of remedying theſe evils, have led by 
direct conſequence to infidelity and anarchy : and 
theſe ſpeculations, having been for a confidera- 
ble time ſecretly propagated with profound fa- 
gacity, ardent zeal, and unwearied perſeverance, 
at length produced fuch convulſions as ſcarcely 
ever ſhook the world in former ages. 
The impetuoſity with which the revolution 
in France was effected; the atrocities attending 
it; the vaſt projects of the leaders; the im- 
menſe reſources of that powerful country; the 
peculiar concurrence of events, which rendered 
national bankruptcy a ſource of almoſt inex- 
hauſtible wealth, by giving occaſion to the ſeiz- 
ure of the whole property of vaſt multitudes at 
home and abroad; the' aſtoniſhing ſucceſs of 
ſchemes at firft deemed raſh and chimerical; 
the revolutions that have followed in other 
countries; the accumulating force of the im- 
petuous torrent; and the threatening aſpect - 


queſtion 
and Þ 


4 7) 
theſe ſtupendous events en the conſtitutions, 


laws, and liberties of other nations, and on the 
roperty and lives of the inhabitants, have 
cauſed and muſt cauſe; man and juſſ alarms. 
But the intereſts of religion ſhould moſt en- 
gage our attention: and here We may aſſert 
without exaggeration, that the ſubverſion of 
Chriſtianity, as well as of popery and: ſuperſti - 
tion, has been the expreſs and ſettled purpoſe 
of many agents in theſe convulſions, and the 
genuine tendency of the meaſures adopted by 
others, who perhaps had no ſuch intention. 
Our buſineſs. however is not fo much with the 
actions and deſigns of men, as with the diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, ane; te duty to to which 
theſe direct us. WH : 
It 1s undeniable, that many — * 
the appearance of accompliſhing the prophecies 
concerning the deſtruction of Antichriſt: and 
here it seems to be our duty to be ſtill, and to 
wait till it be manifeſt what the Lord in about 
to do. We cannot rejoice to ſee: infidelity and 
atheiſm ſupplant even corruſted Chriſtianity, 
conſidering this event as detached from its fu- 
ture conſequences: yet we _ conſiſtently: 
regret the removal in any degree of that perma- 
— mountainous obſtruction to the ſpread of 
the pure religion of Jeſus; except as it involves 
many other lamentable tranſactions. We ſhould, 
however, pray to God, that he would ſpeedily 
terminate the dominion of the deſtroyers, and 
ſend forth thoſe who may plant genuine Chriſ- 
tianity in the regions which they have ravaged : 
and we ought to ſympathize with the ſufferers 
of every. deſcription; and afford them our help, 
as far as we can, without ſanctioning. their 
| pernicious 


« . 
pernicious t tenets or partaking of their evil 
ins | 

But while we yore rc et the diſtant Avi; 4 
or make obſervations on the earthquakes which 
convulſe other regions; we muſt alſo feel for 
ourſelves; for the peace and ſecurity of Britain, 
and for the intereſts of Chriſtianity among us. 
Whatever may be faid of our inſular ſituation, 
our reſources, our national ſpirit, our conſtitu- 
tion, or the meaſures adopted by our rulers; or 
whatever may appear probable according to the 
general courſe of human affairs: we muſt ſtill 
remember, that ( vain is the help of man,” 
and that, Except the Lord keep the city, 
ee the watchman waketh but in vain.” 

But further, however favourably we may 
think concerning the religion of our country, 
as it is delineated in the authorized books of 
the eſtabliſhed church, or in the creeds and 
confeſſions of a large body among the diſſenters; 
or concerning the prevalence of the goſpel in 
the land: yet he who impartially compares facts 
with the Bible, and contrafts our national ad- 
vantages with our national character, will by 
no means on his ground be ſanguine in his expec- 
tations as to the event of our preſent dangers. 

Nay, rather he will almoſt be ready to think he 
hears the alarming enquiry, © Shall not I viſit 
for thele things? ſaith the Lord; and ſhall 
* not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
«© Kn 

The more therefore See perſons video our 
civil and religious privileges, the greater in his 
view will be their apprehenſions on attentively 
conſidering the ſigns of the times; and the 
TON their conv iction, that the Lord might 

Jultly 


juſtly giye us up into the hands of our enraged 
enemies. On whatever ſide we turn our eyes 
we muſt witneſs ſuch atrocious crimes, as tend 
to diſmay our hearts, more than all the me- 
naces of our haughty aſſailants: and we can find 
nothing ſuited to relieve our terrors, except we 
adyert to the remnant of real Chriſtians ſcat- 
tered through the land. In ſubordination to 
the Lord's infinite mercies, our hope of pre- 
ſervation reſts on this company, and on their 
ſupplications and exertions: and this conſide- 
ration leads us anxiouſly to enquire what can 
be done to ſtir up this whole remnant, to at- 
tend as with one ſoul, regardleſs of party-diſ- 
tinctions, to the alarming ſigns and important 
duties of the times? and what individual or 
collective efforts may be made, to increaſe the 
number of thoſe who are indeed the chariots 
and horſemen of the nation? 5 : 
Some miniſters in the metropolis, having fre- 
quently. conferred together on this ſubject, at 
length deliberately entered into a conſultation 
on the beſt methods of accompliſhing theſe de- 
firable ends, in their ſeveral fituations, and by 
their combined endeavours. - It was very oby1- 
ous, that prayer for the church and nation was 
peculiarly ſeaſonable and obligatory; and we 
unanimouſly determined, that, by the help of 
God, we would ourſelves attend to it, in the 
cloſet, in the family, and on every proper oc- 
caſion; and that we would earneſtly recom- 
mend the ſame to our ſeveral congregations; 
exhorting them to join their ſupplications for 
the land to thoſe of their brethren, on every 
day, but eſpecially to make this topick a pro- 
minent part of their devotions on the — 
ay 


6 1 
day evening, both in their families and in pri- 
vate. ys od het Re 

Theſe conſiderations, however, did not reſt 
here; but produced a general conviction, that the 
preſent emergency called us and our. people to 
other duties likewiſe, and that it would be very 
uſeful for us particularly to examine the ſub- 
ject. This appeared the more ſeaſonable, when 
we reflected, that numbers, aware of the evil 
of political diſcuſſions from the pulpit, and of 
rendering religious ordinances ſubſervient to the 
gratification of men's paſſions and prejudices; 
are ready to conclude that we have nothing to 
do with the ftate of publick affairs, or, in other 
words, that in this reſuect we have actually no 
duties at all: while others seem to take it for 
granted, that no one who differs from them in 
Holitical ſentiment can poſſibly be influenced by 
religious principles. N =” 
It was therefore agreed among a few friends, 
that a ſermon ſhould be preached week/y, on the 
uſual le&ure-day and hour, in our feveral 
churches and chapels by rotation, on te ſigns 
and duties of the times, by ſome other of the com- 
pany than the ſtated paſtor; and that other 
miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church ſhould be 
invited to join us, by giving their pulpits and 
employing their labours in the ſame cauſe. _ 
This was begun about a year ago, and is ſtill 
continued with confiderable encouragement : 
and as we greatly deſire to unite our brethren, 
throughout the land, in fimilar meaſures ; we 
have at length determined to publiſh an ac- 
count of our deſigns; both in order to excite 
attention, to prevent miſapprehenſion, to ob- 
viate prejudice, and to ſtimulate others to imi- 
n tate 


) 
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tate us, as far as our conduct is judged to ac- 
cord with the principles of ſacred Scripture. 
We would therefore propoſe our 1 ntiments 
on the following ſubjects to the candid atten- 
tion of pious Chriſtians, however n 
in every part of Great Britain. 


I. The duty of interceſſion for the nation, 
and for the church, f in ſeaſons of —_ and 
diſtreſs. 


II. The nature and dpecial objects of thoſe 
prayers, which may be ſuppoſed av ailing on 
ſuch occaſions, 


III. The preyalency of acceptable prayer, 
according to the Scriptures, 


IV. And laſtly, The other duties which are 
incumbent on us, along with our prayers, in 
the preſent emergency. 


Theſe topicks, briefly touched on alk ap- 
plied, will enable the reader to form a judg- 
ment concerning the defigns of this ſociety, and 
the tendency of their proceedings. But a form 
of prayer is alſo added, as more directly ex- 
preſſive of our ſentiments, in reſpect. of the 
ſpecial objects of our ſupplications. ne pro- 
ceed therefore to conſider, 


I. The duty of interceſſion for the nation; 
and for the church, in ſeaſons of Ne and 
diſtreſs. 


If we could conceive a ne of Chriſtians 
ſo circumſtanced, that the welfare of the na- 
tion, in which they refided, had not the leaſt 
diſcoverable connection with the intereſts of 
religion, it would yet, n to the Scrip- 

2 tures, 


| 4 7. 
tures, be their duty to pray for the peace of the 
land, more eſpecially if they were protected, 
and enjoyed peace in it. The captive Jews at 
Babylon were grievouſly oppreſſed by their 
haughty conquerors, and expoſed to perſecu- 
tion on account of their religion: but as it 
was the will of God they ſhould ſojourn there 
E a ſeaſon, they were required, not only to 
* ſeek the peace of the city,” by ſubmiſſion 
to the rulers in all things Os and by a quiet 
and inoffenſive deportment; b talſo, to pray 
* to the Lord for it*;” and the falſe prophets, 
who inculcated contrary principles, were ſe- 
verely rebuked for miſleading them. Surely 
then it muſt be incumbent on us, who enjoy 
as much liberty and as many privileges, as per- 
haps any nation ever did for a length of time, 
to ſeek and pray for the peace and protection 
of our country. 

It may perhaps be gbjected, that when the 
venty years of captivity were about to expire, 
and Cyrus, the predicted deliverer of the Jews, 
approached Babylon; it could not be their duty 
to pray for the ſucceſs of Belſhazzar againſt 
him. We may however derive inſtruction 
from the very ſilence of Scripture ; for it is no 
where intimated that the Jews were directed to 
alter their conduct on this emergency, or that 
they actually did alter it, The more intelli- 
gent indeed muſt have been ſenſible, that a 
revolution was at hand: but the Lord ſeemed 
to ſay, © Be till and know that I am God:“ 
Stand ſtill, and ye ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
“ God.” They = not called to take any 
active part in thoſe tranſactions; and the truly 
8 

x Jer, xxix, 7 
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pious remnant among them would doubtleſa 
pray ftarticularly for the reſtoration of Jeruſalem, 
with the temple and its facred worſhip; and 
for the deliverance of the nation from capti- 
vity : and probably in other reſpe&s they would 
be more general, as leaving the Lord to accom- 
liſh his word in that manner which feemed 
good in his ſight. 1 25 
It may, however, be further obſerved, that 
no people can poffibly know themſelves to be 
in exactly fimilar circumſtances. The fulfil- 
ment of prophecies is not at preſent ſo diſ- 
tinctly marked by notes of time and place, as 
to enable the moſt diſcerning to know preciſely 
when any great event may be expected. Nor 
have we a þrophetical name given us, by which 
we may diſcover any diſtinguiſhed inſtrument 
in the work, as the Jews might know Cyrus 
with his army of Medes and Perſians. It is 
therefore moſt evidently the duty of every 
Chriſtian, wherever ſituated, to pray for the 
peace ' of the land, according to the general 
tenor of Scripture; and againſt the horrors 
of invaſion, carnage, and defolation. The 
Lord indeed may ſee good to grant F avi of 
ſuch requeſts, in a manner that does not accord 
to the letter of them: as when we intercede 
for the health or life of a beloved relative, the 
oy ta may be accepted, and anſwered in the 
zeſt manner, while the ſpecial object of it is 
not granted, And in both cafes we may after- 
wards diſcern and adore the wiſdom, faithful- 
neſs, and love of God, in the very diſpenſa- 
tion, from which we previouſly ſhrunk with 

dread and averſion. ; | 
If indeed the preſent events be intended to 
| Prepare 


| as 5 - | 
prepare the way for the deſtruction of the Ro- 
man Antichriſt, we are ftill incompetent to 
determine what degree of devaſtation muft at- 
tend that great cataſtrophe, or how far the 
ſhock muſt be felt. We may therefore very 
conſiſtently beſeech the Lord, to terminate 
thoſe aweful judgments, which have for ſeveral 
years convulſed Europe; and to. filence the 
blaſphemies of infidels and atheiſts, that their 
deteſtable tenets may not permanently ſucceed 
to the idolatrous ſuperſtitions and delufions of 
popery. But eſpecially we ſhould with all ear- 
neſtneſs preſent our ſupplications unto Al- 
mighty God, intreating him to. avert theſe 
tremendous calamities from our native country : 
for whatever be the crimes of Britain, it can 
ſcarcely be ſuppoſed, we are ſo infected with 
the leaven of papal  antichriſtianity, that no- 
thing but revolutions and maſſactes can extir- 
pate it. On the contrary there ſeems a ground 
of hope, that in this reſpect we ſhall be ex- 
empted from the more deſolating judgments, 
which we have reaſon to think will attend thoſe 
predicted events: eſpecially if with one conſent 


\ we beſeech the Lord to pour out upon us 


his Spirit from on high;“ that our faith, 
worſhip, and character may better accord to 
our advantages and profeſſion. 

But whatever may be the deſigns of God, in 
his myſterious Providence, he needs not to be 
aſſiſted by our neglect of any duty: for his 
commands, not his decrees, predictions, or 
diſpenſations, are the rule of our conduct. 
Now it is his command, that “ ſupplications, 
„ prayers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men; for kings, and oh all 

8 " I 


bx, . 
« that are in authority, that we may lead a 
* quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and 
«© honeſty*.” As this was the duty of Chriſ- 
tians, when living under pagan perſecuting 
emperors; when the proſperity of the govern- 
ment might have been confidered as inimical to 
the peace of the church: we may doubtleſs 
conclude that it muſt be the duty of every in- 

habitant of Great Britain. 1 
But if a paſſenger be bound to pray for the 
ſafety of the veſſel in which he fails, and for 
all thoſe on board ; he certainly ought to re- 
double his fervency and importunity during a 
tremendous ſtorm, or when the ſhip is in im- 
minent danger of being wrecked. This is not 
the time for idle diſputes concerning the pre- 
vious conduct of the maſter, the pilot, or the 


ſeamen: for this, in ſuch an emergency, would 


be little ſhort of madneſs, eſpecially in perſons 


unſkilled in navigation. The circumſtances of 


the veſſel demand imperiouſly, that all who are 
capable of labouring, ſhould labour, and that 
all, who can pray, ſhould ariſe “ and call upon 
«© God; if ſo be God may think upon them, 


that they may not periſh*.” In a ſimilar ſitua- / 


tion, Paul, during his voyage to Rome as a 
priſoner, prayed and prevailed, and the Lord 
« pave him all that failed with him.“ Yet 
Paul not only imagined, but was ſure, that the 
* concerned had acted improperly, and, 
y rejecting ſalutary advice, had involved them- 
ſelves and the whole company in the moſt ex- 
treme danger. | 
If then our country 1s indeed threatened with 
invaſion by a fierce and indignant foe, who 


has 


® 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 2 ſon. i, 6, 
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already ſpread devaſtation through a yaſt part 
of Europe, and is at preſent attempting to 
convulſe both Afia, Africa, and America: if 
we have had, or {till have, reaſon to dread do- 
meſtick inſurrections: if our fiſter-kingdom has 
been rendered a ſcene of bloodſhed and confu- 
fion, and is in danger of ftill more dire cala- 
mities; whilſt its vicinity may well increaſe 
our alarm, as well as excite our ſympathy: 
if we haye been preſerved beyond expectation, 
by moſt extraordinary proyidential interpoſi 
tions in our favour: if beſieged, plundered, or 
burning cities and towns, deſerted and deſolated 
fields and villages, ſlaughtered or violated rela- 
tives; aſſaſſinations, maſſacres, and ſcenes the 
diftant report of which bas chilled our hearts and 
made our ears to tingle, are to be deprecated: 
if any thing in our conſtitution, laws, liberties, 
national independence, peace, and proſperity, 
be worth Di andy ion: and if there be any thing 
dreadful in the murder, impriſonment, or ba- 
niſhment of all thoſe. in the land, who have 
on any account been diſtinguiſhed characters; 
in the riot, plunder, and atrocities attending 
publick conyulſions; or in the ruin of our 
commerce and manufactures, which, with other 
calamities that cannot be enumerated, muſt 
inevitably follow: we may then confidently 
maintain that we are bound by every obligation 
to unite our ceaſeleſs prayers in behalf of the 
country. For whatever may be pretended or 
argued, as far as human foreſight can reach, 
it is indubitable that all theſe calamities await 
us, in caſe our enemies ſhould prevail, accord- 
ing to the deſire of their hearts, in this tre- 
mendous conteſt. At the ſame time, _ . 
| | | little 


( 37 ) 
üttle roſpect, that we ſhall be able perma · 
rg effectually to ſtand our ground, 
without ſome ſpecial interpoſition of the Lord 
in our behalf: nor does it appear poſſible to 
obtain any peace, in the preſent criſis, which 
could give us the leaſt proſpect of future ſe- 
curity. 1 | 


* 


But if prayer for the land be our undeniable | 


duty, ſurely few words may ſuffice to convince 
every pious. perſon that it is incumbent on us 
to unite in {upplication for the'church of God 
which is among us. We would not ſo far for- 
get ourſelves, .as to launch out in invective 
againſt our enemies: but who can help ſeeing, 


that could they accompliſh' their ayowed pur- 


poſes, they would not only overturn our 
national church, but likewiſe diſannul our 
ſabbaths, and adopt meaſures ſubverſive of 
Chriſtianity itſelf ? On former occafions, Bri- 
tons, in pleading. for the land, have been ac- 
cuſtomed to conſider the proteſtant intereſt as 


the cauſe of God, and as endangered by the 


machinations and aſſaults of papal powers: but 
is vital Chriſtianity at this time leſs expoſed 
from the efforts of our preſent enraged ene- 
mies? *© Let no man,“ brethren, deceive 


you with vain words:“ not only our outward 


advantages, but our religion itſelf is at ſtake; 
and it therefore behoves us to beſeech the Lord, 
that he would, in theſe troubleſome times, 
« build the walls, and ſecure the peace of 
Jerufalem. Surely no ſituation, no peculiarity 
of ſentiment, no diſtinction of any ſort, ſnould 
indiſpoſe any pious perſon, in theſe circum- 
ſtances of extreme danger, to join the prayers 
of his brethren for ws intereſts, which ought 

Pros: © to 
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to be dearer to us, than property, or — 
or life itſelf. me 

We ſhouid therefore, beyond all diſpute, i in 
publick, and ſocial, and pri vate worſhip, conti- 
nually and fervently beſeech the Lord, not to 
permit his cauſe in our land to be run down, 
his ſabbaths to be aboliſhed, his ſanctuaries 
profaned, his miniſters filenced or baniſhed, 
his ordinances inhibited or reſtricted, or his 
word funk into negle& and contempt. He 
might moſt juſtly permit all theſe evils, attended 
by other dreadful calamities, to come upon us; 
aud he could 'eaſily render his goſpel trium- 
phant in other places, ſhould this favoured 
land be left in total darkneſs: but we may be- 
ſeech him to work for his own name's ſake, 
that it ſhould not be polluted among the 
| =" aan This, however, leads us to Con- 


II. The nature and ſpecial obiect⸗ of thoſe 


| ers, which may be e ann on 
al occaſions. - 


Tho effectual fervent prayer of a e 
« man availeth much!. But of our whole 
fallen race, . There is none righteous, no not 
4 one, except by the faith of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, and by. the grace of the goſpel. 
Me oughtnot indeed to atdtreadoetherpub- 
lick ' honour: put upon God and religion, by 
the obſervance of days ſet apart for faſting and 
prayer, through the whole nation: yet we muſt 
maintain, that the remnant of penitent be- 
lievers are the only perſons, whoſe interceſſions 
for the land can \ propexly be F 


* Jam. v. 16. 
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fe&tual and prevailing: and theſe ſhould not 
be reſtricted to any ſeaſon, but aſcend incef- 
ſantly before the throne of grace. Provided 
this were indeed the cafe, though we muſt la- 
ment, that fo few in compariſon attend in a 
ſuitable. manner on theſe occaſional fervices, 
et we need not be diſcouraged. Alas, this 
has always, in great meaſure, been the caſe, 
even in times of peculiar reformation'; as we 
ſhall readily perceive, by comparing the re- 
cords of the moſt pious kings of Judah, with 
the teſtimony of the — prophets 
concerning the national character of the Jews. 
We muſt however remember, that all the 
prayers, even of this faithful remnant, are 
not alike acceptable and prevailing. When 
James and John had preſented” a requeſt to 
the Lord Jeſus, he replied, * Ye know not 
„what ye aſk.” And when they wanted 
permiſſion to command fire from heaven to 
ec confurne” the Samaritans; he rebuked them, 
ſaying, * Ye know not what mahner of ſpirit 
ye are of.” Even Elijah once impatiently 
requeſted to die: yet he was tranflated that 
* he ſhould not fee death,” And on the 
other hand, the repeated and moſt earneſt in- 
treaty of Moſes, that he might enter the 
miſed land, was finally refaled. 'Yet 5 
righteous men ever prayed more eſſectually and 
prevalently than they did on other occaſions ? 
It is therefore of great importance for us to 
underſtand, with accuracy, the nature and ſpe- 
Cial objects of that pray er, which powerfully 
and certainly prevails: and while this is ſtated, 
according to the oracles of God, for the bene- 
fit ay thoſe who defire to know and perform 
| D 2 their 


0 20 T | 

wt duty; ſome objections, which are ground- 
leſsly advanced againſt the duty itſelf, or our 
ſuppoſed way of attending to 1 may likewiſe 
be obviated. | 
When the Apoſtle ſpeaks of „ the effeCtual 
<« fervent' prayer of a righteous man ;'” he is 
ſuppoſed” by ſeveral expoſitors to refer to the 
powerful feel as of the Holy Spirit to the 
minds of the prophets, by which they were 
inwardly moved to aſk, with confidence and 
earneſtneſs, the miraculous interpoſition of God, 
on particular occaſions, in ſupport of their teſ- 
timony : and the prayer of Elijah, by which 
he iſhiſtraves the ſubject, was certainly of this 
kind. Vet this would never have been pro- 
5 — as an example and encouragement to 

lievers in general, if there had not been 
ſomething of a ſimilar nature in their accept- 
able prayers. Through our heavenly Advocate 
we all have acceſs by one Spirit unto the Fa- 
44 ther: for * the Spirit helpeth our infirmi- 
e ties: and thus we pray in or by the Spirit. 
In order therefore that our ſupplications may 
be accepted and anſwered, they muſt be dic- 
tated to our hearts by the Holy Spirit. 

But how ſhall we know, whether our pra ers 
be: of this kind or not? We cannot diftin- 
guiſh between the actings of our own I 
and the effect of divine influences, exce 
conſidering the nature and tendency o = 
deſires and expectations: but we may conclude, 
ſafely and without heſitation, that every prayer, 
which accords to the Scriptures, is preſented 
by the teaching and aſſiſtance of the Holy Spi- 
rit. We may premiſe therefore, that no oy Fa) 
| *. prayer, the Bee of the lips without 


(a1 ) 

any correſponding affections or emotions of the 
heart, can accord with the holy Scriptures: 
but ſuppoſing that we earneſtly deſire ſome real 
or imagined good, and fervently and impor- 
tunately intreat the Lord to beſtow it upon us; 
we have only to enquire, whether the motive 
and object of ſuch deſire be ſcripturul or not, in 
order to a ee of wu 8 before 
us. nein do 

- To Aang in — 4 at We may 
enquire, Whether the ſuppoſed good, which 
we are earneſtly ſeeking, be expreſsly promiſed 
in the word of God. Can we preſent our 
prayer, and pour out our hearts, in the lan 
of the promiſes? Do we underſtand them in 
their genuine import? And do we ſeek the ful- 
filment of them in the due order and manner? 
Again: Do our ſupplications and requeſts 
accord to the ftreceits of the holy law of our 
God, and to the ſpirit of the bleſſed goſpel? 
And are they dictated by that /ove to God and 
man, which the whole Scripture inculcates? 
The prayers which are preſented under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, are uniformly of 
this kind; for “ his fruit is in ws ain 
„ and righteouſneſs, and tiu tl... 111 

This conſideration ought icin) to * 
attended to, in our interceſſion for the church 
and nation: for we cannot expect to prevail in 
theſe prayers, except we cultivate a compaſ- 
ſionate, forgiving, and loving ſpirit towards our 
enemies, which no crimes or injuries can over- 
come or weary out; as well as an expanſi ve 
benevolence for the whole human race. We 
ſhould be peculiarly deſirous of being pre- 
1 if it be the will of God, 2 — 
| wha 


adi is moſt 2 to the general good of 
mankind, and in particular to that of the na- 
tion with which we are now at war. In this 
reſpect we have need, very diligently and j Jea- 
laufly, to watch over our own hearts; leſt any 
leaven of reſentment, or defire of aggrandize- 
ment, wealth, or proſperity at their expence, 
mould pollute our prayers, and defeat the. end 
of them. For theſe things muſt certainly come 
from our own ſpirit, and not from the Spirit 
ef truth and love. 
A due regard to the 4 te of God is 
another mark, by which Km prayer may 
be diftinguiſhed. We ſhould enquire there- 
fore, — we deſire to acknowledge his 
| hand, to ſubmit to and adore his juſtice, and 
to thank him for his mercies, in all the events 
and changes which we witneſs and experience? 
Whether we expect protection and ſucceſs from 
him alone, whatever inſtruments or means are 
employed? And whether we are prepared to 
give him all the glory? The ee 
likewiſe of all temporal concerns to the 
of our immortal ſouls; and the beft 1 — of 
mankind; and the deſire of being protected, 
delivered, and aſſiſted, in order that we may 
uſefully fill up our tations i in the church and 
in the — with a contented mind, and 
without ſeeking great things for ourſelves, 4 
are implied in this regard to ES The 
prayers, which ſpring from this happy frame of 
mind, are doubtleſs diftated by þ . Spirit 
of grace and ſupplication. I — —.— 
prayed for wiſdom, that he might be qualified 
to govern in a fuituble manner the kingdom to 


which God had advanced him; butke offered 
no 


( a3 ) 
no petition for long life, riches, or the life 
«of his enemies: and if his lot had been 
caſt in a humbler ſtation, the ſame views and 
deſires would have influenced him to requeſt 
grace ſufficient, to enable him to diſcharge the 

duties of it in a manner honourable to God 
and profitable to his brethren; and not to have 
ſought advancement toa higher rank in life. But 
if diſcontent, impatienee, ambition, or àvarice 

dictate our ſupplications, the Lord may gra- 
_ cioufly pardon them, but he will by no means 
accept or anſwer them. | 

The prayers, which ſpring from a holy ſtats 
of heart, produced by Thi influences of 'the 
divine Spirit, will alſo be accompanied with 
correſpondent exertion in the uſe of 'all proper 
means, in order to obtain the bleſſings we de- 
ſire. For inftance; he, who prays aright for 
the converſion and ſalaition of his children, is 
ſedulous in giving them pious — 
careful in ſetting them a good example, punc- 
tual in bringing them under the means of 
grace, and watchful in keeping them out of the 
way of temptation. Like Abraham “ he 
* 8 his children and his houſehold 
after him, that they may keep the way of 
e the Lord: and worldly motives do not in- 
duce him to place them at a diſtanee from the 
ordinances of God, or in the midſt of bad ex- 
amples and enſnaring allurements. 

Thus our prayers, if ſpiritual, will influence 
our conduct in every particular; and the ſame 
fervent deſire, which dictates the petition, will 
ſtimulate the endeàvour. That effectual fer- 
vent prayer eſpecially, which-we are now called 
on to Preſent in behalf of the church and na- 

tion, 


( 24 ) | 
tion, ſhould be connected with a ſteady exer- 
tion, in our ſeveral places, to accompliſh the 
general and particular objects of our ſupplica- 
ot i dat ed ben 5145 
The holy Scriptures further teach us, that 
all thoſe, who in former ages prayed with the 
greateſt acceptance and ſucceſs, had an eſpecial 
regard to the glory of God in tbeir requeſts, 
and were ready to ſubordinate every other in- 
tereſt to this grand concern; requeſting: per- 
fonal and national deliverance and protection, 
with all other bleſſings, in order that God 
might be honoured: in tlie open view of man- 
kind, by his interpoſitions in behalf of his 
worſhippers. And this, in every poſſible caſe, 
furniſhed them with a never - failing plea. Thus 
Moſes, Joſhua, David, Daniel, Nehemiah, and 


& many others, ſupplicated the Lord for Iſrael, 


beſceching him to deliver them for his 
<* name's ſake, that it ſnould not be polluted 
among the heathen:“ and that all the 
nations of the earth might know, that he 
was the Lord God, even he only.“ Our 
Lord alſo moſt emphatically teaches us the 
ſame leſſon, by beginning the prayer, which 
he gave his diſciples, with theſe words, Our 
Father, who art in heaven, ballowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done, 
as in heaven ſo on earth. It may therefore 
be of uſe to us, in determining how far our, 
prayers are preſented in a right ſpirit, ſeriouſly 
to aſk ourlelyes, whether the glory of God, the 

ſucceſs of the goſpel, and the peace, purity, 
and enlargement of the church, be habitually, 
and at thote feaſons eſpecially, the leading de- 
ures out hearts. i anototg 5 


(- 23 ) 
Finally, the acceptable prayer of which we 
ſpeak, is that of a man, who approaches, as a 
guilty, polluted, helpleſs ſinner, to a God of 


infinite majeſty and holineſs, pleading for 
every bleſſing, not for his own righteouſ- 


<« neſs,” or for that of the perſons for whom 


he ſupplicates, but cc for the Lord's great 


e mercies;” and preſenting his requeſts, in deep 


humility and lively faith, through the alone 


meritorious interceſſion of our Great High 
Prieft, and Advocate with the Father, Jeſus 
Chriſt the righteous. | | 


Leet us briefly recapitulate theſe particulars, 
When our prayers are indeed the fervent defires / 


of our heart; when we requeſt the fulfilment. 


of the Lord's expreſs promiſes ; when the ſpi- 
rit of them accords to that of the law of love 4 


and that of the bleſſed goſpel; when we pre- 


ſent them with a due regard to the Providence 4 


of God, in ſubmiſſion, dependence, and ex- 


pectation; when we accompany them with 4 4 


diligent attention to other duties, and eſpe- 
cially to the proper means of obtaining the 
bleſſings for which we pray; when our leadin 
deſire is that God may be glorified, and the 
cauſe of true religion promoted; and when we 
offer ſuch petitions through the mediation of 
Chriſt, by Rith in his name and his atoning 
blood, with a deep conſciouſneſs of unworthi- 
neſs, and an entire reliance on the free mercy 
of God, to pardon our ſins and accept our ſer- 
vices: then we may be fully aſſured, that our's 
is * the effectual fervent prayer of the righ- 
* teous man which availeth much.“ 
It may, however, be uſeful to conſider briefly 
the /pecra/ objects of thoſe ſupplications, which 
2 rr 
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accord to the preſent circumſtances of the 
nation, and of the church. Amidſt the perils 
of theſe critical times, there are perfons of 
different deſcriptions who ſeem to think, that 
they who pray for their country, muſt of courfe 
defire the deſtruftion of their enemies, and the 
gratification of national ambition, rapacity, or re- 


Sentment, by bloody victories. But indeed to be 


preſerved from invaſions, civil wars, and perſe- 
cutions ; and to have the invaluable bleſſings of 

religious light and liberty continued to us and 
to our poſterity, and extended to all around 
us, ought to form the ſubſtance of our united 


requeſts in this reſpect. We ſhould rejoice to 


hear that the rulers of France bad formed plans 


ſo beneficial to that country, and fafe to their 


neighbours; that we could cordially beſeech 
the Lord to proſper them: but while they per- 
ſiſt in their avowed purpofe of inundating this 
land with blood, of ſubverting our govern- 
ment, and of deſtroying our religion, we muſt 
ſtill pray, Abate their pride, aſſwage their 


„ © malice, and confound their devices.“ It 
| ſhould be gratifying to every one of our hearts, 


to be preferved from impending danger without 
a fingle individual lofing his life : but if it 
pleaſe the Lord God of ſalvation” to an- 


* {wer us by terrible things in righteouſneſs ;” 
who are we that we ſhould reply againſt God? 


Doubtleſs Hezekiah and Ifaiah would have 
preferred the humbling and ſoftening of Senna- 


cherib's heart to the deſtruction of his army : 


but as he continued to boaft, menace, and 
blaſpheme; and as the Lord declared that he 
would put an hook in his noſe, and a bridle 
in his lips, and turn him back by the way 
NEARS in 
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= in which he came;” and at length flew an 
hundred and eighty five thouſand of his men 
in one night; ſhall the protected and delivered 
ſervants of the Lord quarrel with this aweful 
diſpenſation, or refuſe him their tribute of 
grateful praile ? ; | 

We ought, however, more eſpecially to unite 
in fervent prayer for the reſtoration of peace : 
and how many or great ſoever the obſtacles to 
this moſt deſirable event may ſeem; we ſhould 
in that caſe, without doubt, before long be 
called to join in thankſgivings to God, for hay- 
ing © regarded the voice of our ſupplications.“ 
In this part of our duty, we ſhould look be- 
yond our own country; and intercede in behalf 
of the ſeveral regions, which bave been ravaged 


or kept in perpetual alarms by the late extra- 


ordinary commotions: not forgetting poor, 
oppreſſed, and almoſt deſolated France; but 
earneſtly beſeeching God to ſend its inhabitants 
the bleſſings of peace, good government, ra- 
tional liberty, and the goſpel of falvation. 

But above all it behoves us to pray with 
great fervency and conſtancy, that the Spirit 
* may be poured upon us from on high:” 
that all the miniſters of religion, however diſ- 
tinguiſhed, may be illuminated with the true 
© knowledge and underſtanding of the holy 
© word of God; and. both by their life and 
doctrine ſet it forth and ſhew it accordingly? 
that * all, who are called Chriſtians, may be 
led into the way of truth, and hold the faith, 
© in unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and 
in righteouſneſs of life:” that purity in doc- 
trine and practice may adorn every part of the 
Chriſtian church ; and that every thing which 
| ; 2 Inter- 
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interrupts its harmony, deforms its beauty, or | 


weakens the energy of its teſtimony to the 


truth, may be entirely removed: that labourers 


and faith ul Rewards of the myſteries of God may 
be ſent forth and multiplied: that an effeQual 
ſtand may be made againſt infidelity, impiety, 
and every ſpecies of hereſy and falſe religion: 
that heavenly wiſdom, with every blefling, 


ſpiritual and temporal, may be abundantly 
conferred on our gracious Sovereign and on all 
the numerous branches of the royal family; 
on our nobles, counſellors, miniſters of ſtate, 
ſenators, and magiſtrates, and on all who poſ- 

yg that each individual, 
in his yocation and miniſtry, may faithfully 
and effectually glorify God and ſerve his gene- 
ration: that the ſeminaries of publick and 
private education, (eſpecially. thoſe, in which 
young perſons are trained up, on whom the 
charge of ſupporting religion, or of conducting 
publick buſineſs, muſt ſhortly devolve,) may be 
ſo regulated, as beſt to anſwer the great ends 
propoſed by them: and that the bleſſing of 
God may abundantly attend every plan formed, 
and attempt made, for the inſtruction of the 
children of the poor, for the prevention of 


crimes, for the reformation of the vicious, for 
the alleviation of miſery,” and above all for the 


ſpread of the goſpel of ſalyation to every part 
0 the globe, 


It ſeems undeniable that prayers to this el. 


8 fe accord to the Scriptures, and may be offered 
under the ſpecial influence of the Holy Spirit; 8 
but ſhould ſome claiſes in this compendious 
ſtatement meet with diſapprobation, we only 


intreat thoſe who object, to join with us int this 
ſcaſon 


(68390 
ſeaſon of danger, as far as they can with a clear 
conſcience. Exact coincidence is not the object: 
we Only wiſh to unite the whole body of Chriſ- 


tians throughout the land, in prayer for our 


country and for the church of God that is 


among us; according to what each perſon, af- 


ter ſerious and careful deliberation, deems moſt 
conducive to our permanent advantage. For 
we are fully fatisfied that ſuch ſupplications 
will be anſwered, not according to the opinions 
of this or the other claſs of men, but in the 
manner which infinite wiſdom ſees to be the 
beſt for us. We proceed therefore to conſider, 


III. The prevalency of acceptable prayer, 
according to the Scriptures. Pt” 


The ſpeculations of "reaſoning men have de- 
luded vaſt numbers into a perſuaſion, that 
God, (if indeed they allow that there is a God,) 
having eſtabliſhed certain regulations, Which 
they call e laws of nature, leaves the affairs of 
the univerſe, at leaſt in ordinary circumſtances, 
to take their own courſe, without any ſpectral 
interpoſition: and conſequently that the opi- 
nion of religious perſons, concerning the pre- 


valency of prayer, implies a vain and groundleſs 


expectation; as if God would ſuſpend or change 
theſe laws continually, at the deſire of his wor- 
© ſhippers, and to ſerve their ſelfiſh purpoſes. 
Thus they not only exclude the Creator from 
the government of the world, and the care of 
his creatures, by a refined ſpecies of practical 
Atheiſm; and bring forward a ſentiment dia- 
metrically oppoſite to all revealed religion, as 
if they vainly expected by a ſingle objection to 
ſubyert the whole ſyſtem: but they likewiſe 
75 perplex 
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perplex many pious perſons, and give Satan an 
opportunity of diſcouraging their prayers, be- 
cauſe they cannot explain in what manner they 
can be availing! _ | 
The Scriptures, however, do not call us to 

exfilain, or comprehend, the ways of God, but 
to believe, adore, and obey, Not a ſparrow 
falls to the ground, not a hair from our heads, 
without Him ; and he hath ten thouſand ways 
of influencing and governing the combination 


and coincidence of cauſes and effects, without 


altering by miracle their regular courſe. <© He 
« doeth what he will in the armies of heaven 
and among the inhabitants of the earth; 
* and none can ſtay his hand, or fay to him, 
© What doeſt thou?” He is the Firſt Mover 
in every event, by whatever ſubordinate agent 
it is performed. All creatures are his inftru- 
ments: but he works by them according to 
the nature of each, He accompliſhes his pur- 
- Poſes by the inftrumentality of rational volun- 
. tary agents, without in the leaſt interfering 
with their free agency; and whilſt each follows 
the prevailing inclination of his own heart, they 
do no more than what his hand and his 
counſel determined before to be done. If 
they act from holy principles, and willingly 
obey his commandments, he accepts and re- 
compenſes their ſervices : but if they be influ- 
enced by corrupt paſſions to break his righteous 
law, they receive the puniſhment due to their 
crimes, while © his counſel ſtill ſtands, and 
he does all his pleaſure?.” x 

When Joſhua-was appointed to lead the hoſt 


Acts iv. 27, 28, Gen. I. 20. If. x. g==7, 15—19. 
1 EC „„ 
of 
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of Iſrael againſt Amalek, Moſes engaged in 


prayer for ſucceſs in the battle: and the prayer 
of Moſes was at leaſt as efficacious as the cou» 


rage and conduct of Joſhua, In this ſenſe, 


therefore, The effectual fervent prayer of a 
«© righteous man availeth much :” not by in- 
ducing the Lord to alter his plan; but as an 
appointed mean of accompliſhing that plan, in 
a way honourable to his name, inſtructive and 
encouraging to his people, and convincing to 
every ſpectator. For when the Lord thus evi- 


dently anſwers the prayers of his ſervants, who 


can but ſay} * Truly there is a reward for the 
ce righteous! Truly there is a God that judgeth 
de the earth!“ 
The whole arrangement of the goſpel is ma- 
nifeſtly ſuited to excite the expectation of an 
anſwer to all the prayers, which we preſent be- 
fore God according to his revealed will. 
Waiting on him, in the humble poſture of 
ſupplicants, powerfully tends to bring all holy 
affections into lively exerciſe, and to prepare 


the ſoul for the ſuitable reception and due im- 


provement of the bleſſings which are thus de- 
fired and ſought. The anſwer of prayer like» 
wiſe exceedingly promotes the increaſe of faith; 
it inſpires and ſtrengthens hope and patience z 


it enlivens love and gratitude and holy joy; 


and it excites chearful diligence in felf-denying 
ſervices, That, which is given in anſwer to 
the united and fervent ſupplications of num- 
bers, *© abounds in many thankſgivings unto 
© God:“ and when probabilities ſeem againſt 
our ſucceſs or deliverance, and yet we do ſuc- 
ceed and are delivered according to our earneſt 
and perſevering requeſts ; we receive the _— 
an 


F 

and deepeſt conviction imaginable of the reality 
and importance of true religion. 
It is needleſs to inſiſt particularly on the ex- 
amples, recorded in Scripture, of the preva- 
lence of prayer. Conſider Abraham interceding 
for Sodom, and cloſing his petitions before the 
Lord ceaſed to grant them! Jacob wreſtling, 
weeping, making ſupplication, and ſaying, I 
© will not let thee go, except thou bleſs me:“ 
when the Angel (“ even the Lord God of 
„ Hoſts,”) at length anſwered, Thy name 
„ ſhall be no more called Jacob but Iſrael; for 
<« as a prince haſt thou power with God, and 
« with men, and haſt prevailed*!” Moſes 
&« ſtanding in the breach” to turn away the 
wrath of God from Iſrael, while He fays, 

Let me alone, that I may deſtroy them in a 
«© moment!” And David's ſhort ejaculation, 
O Lord, turn the counſel of Ahithophel 
© into fooliſhneſs!” -The time would fail to 
ſpeak of Samuel, Aſa, Jchoſhaphat, Elijab, 
Hezekiab, Iſaiah, Daniel, Ezra, and Nehe- 
miah, and of the apoſtles, and the church in 
the New Teſtament. What ſhall we then ſay 
to thele things, if we do not unreſervedly ad- 
mit, that the prayer of faith is exceedingly 

powerful, and that nothing can withſtand its 
Pp tap at: nb 
But if the prayer of an individual frequently 
proved fo prevalent; what may we not hope 
from the united, fervent, and perſevering ſup- 
plications: of many thouſands, perhaps tens of 
thouſands, could the whole body of real Chriſ- 
tians be excited to concur in the preſent emer- 
gency ? —“ Again I ſay unto you, that if * 
s x cc 


Gen. xxxii, 24—30. Hol, xii, 4+ 6. 
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of you ſhall agree on earth, as touching any 
„ thing they ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done for them 
« by my Father who is in heaven.“ Surely 

theſe words of our bleffed' Saviour, viewed in 
connection with the ſcriptural declarations and 
examples already conſidered, authorize us to 
form great expectations, when we thus agree 
together in! making our requeſts known unto 
cc God! E 
Prayer has indeed already prev ailed: and our 
protection hitherto, in ſo wonderful a manner, 
amidſt the ſhock of nations, ſhould be regarded 
as an encouraging exhortation to ** pray al- 
* ways and not faint :'? and to be more ear- 
heſt, abundant, and enlarged 1n our petitions. 
Some, however, may be diſcouraged from this 
duty by an error in judgment, connected with 
deep humility. © Who am I, that my prayers 
* ſhould be of any avail, in preſerving the na- 
tion from deſolating judgments, or the church 
from peiſecution. My former heinous ſins, 
and my preſent numerous defilements and 
diſtreſſing conflicts, render me unworthy, 
and often almoſt wholly unable, to pray for 
myſelf : and my own caſe ſo engroſſes my 
thoughts and excites my anxious tears, that 
when, covered with ſhame, I appreach the 
throne of grace, I fee] my ſclf altogether unfit 
to intercede in behalf of others, and indeed 
have little heart to attempt it.“ But let ſuch 
perſons recollect, that, after the ſcvereſt trials 
and conflicts, conſcious guilt had juſt cauſed 
Job to exclaim, © I abhor myſelf, 410 repent 
* in duſt and aſhes;“ when the Lord: directed 
his offending friends to preſent their facrifices 
by his hands: And,” ſays he, my ſervant 
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Job ſhall pray for you; for him will I accept”.” 
And again, Iſaiah had ſaid, Woe is me, I am 
** undone, I am a man of unclean hps;” before 
he ſo effectually united with Hezekiah, in 
*© hiting' up his prayer for the remnant that was 
< left.” Our ſupplications indeed could not 
be accepted, any more than our perſons or 
other ſervices, did not our great High Prieſt 
preſent them with his all-prevailing interceſſion. 
But now this proviſion is made; 3 humility 
peculiarly prepares us for coming in ſimple faith, 
and entire reliance on the Lord Jeſus, to the 
throne of grace. And preſenting our ſupplica- 
tions for others, eſpecially for the church and 
people of God, admirably tends to encourage 
our hearts, even in the darkeſt ſeaſons, to make 
our perſonal deſires and requeſts known to our 
heavenly Father. In ſhort, did we abound 
more in interceſſions for our brethren and fel- 
low ſinners, and for the church and nation; we 
ſhould every one of us pray, with more com- 
fort and expectation, for ourſelves, and for thoſe 
who are moſt nearly connected with us. 

We cannot indeed be abſolutely certain, that 
our prayers for the land will be anſwered in the 
manner we intend: for we remember, that the 
Lord once faid concerning Judah, Though 
« Moſes and Samuel ſtood before me, yet my 
* mind could not be towards this people“. 
But we have conſiderable ground of hope, that 
we are not yet reduced to this aweſul condition: 
nay, we have many reaſons for thinking, that 
God will yet bleſs the means we may uſe to 
prevent our being reduced to it. One thing, 
however, is certain; our prayers will either pe 
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vail for the land, or they will return into our 
own boſom. Verily it ſhall be well with“ all 
| thole, who thus attend to the duties of the 
times; and, in one way or other, „they ſhall 
„be hid in the day of the Lord's anger.” 
And we may likewiſe confidently expect, that 
our ſupplications will be anſwered, in the con- 
verſion of many individuals, who, at all events, 
may be the ſeed of a future harveſt.— But we 
muſt proceed to conſider, | 


IV. The other duties which ſhould accom- 


pany our prayers, in the ng circumſtances of 
the nation. 


If Moſes ſtood before God, in behalf of Iſrael, 
« to turn away his indignation from them, leſt 
« he ſhould deſtroy them ;” he likewiſe ſtood 
before Iſrael, in the cauſe of God, by uſing all 
his influence and authority to turn the people 
from idolatry. and wickedneſs : and in both re- 
ſpects, he ſtemmed the torrent of vengeance, 
which was about to burſt upon the nation. This 
fingle inſtance may ſuffice to ſhew the attentive 
reader, what 1s meant by the other duties which 
Jhould accompany our prayers. 

It is obvious to every one, who ſeriouſly and 
impartially conſiders the ſubject, that national 
guilt is the aggregate of the ſins committed by the 
ſeveral individuals who conſtitute the nation. We 
have therefore all contributed, and ſome of us 
in a very large proportion, to raiſe that black 
cloud of divine vengeance, which hangs over the 
land and threatens our deſtruction : and conſe- 
quently we are all required to humble ourſelyes 
before God for our own fins ; nor can any indi- 
vidual plead an exemption. 
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The perſons indeed, for whom theſe refle ions 
are principally intended, are habitually penitent: 
yet 1t behoves the moſt eminent Chriſtians, ac- 
cording to the examples of beloved Daniel, and 
Ez, and Nehemiah, to renew their perſonal 
repentance, with every expreſſion of godly for- 
row, deep humility, and ſelf-condemnation, while 
they plead in behalt of 'our guilty land. They 
ſhould eſpecially inveſtigate, with care and dili- 
gence, the whole of their conduct, ſince they firſt 
made a profeſſion of the goſpel, and of devoting 
themſelves to the Lord according to its encou- 
ragements and obligations; confeſſing, with 
grief and ſhame, every inſtance in which they 
have acted inconſiſtently, and by any miſcon- 
duct excited or increaſed prejudice in the minds 
of others; as well as the unfaitlifulneſs and 
=fruitfuineſs of which they are conſcious. 

This will of courſe make way for a renewed 
cordial acceptance of God's falvation, and a ſo- 
temn dedication of body and ſoul to his ſervfce. 
It is likewiſe very uſeful, in theſe circum- 
ſtances. to reflect deeply on the various and 
horrible abominations which prevail in that col- 
lective body, of which we are finful members: 
eſpecially ſuch as diſgrace Chriſtianity, and 
harden Jews, Mahomictans, Pagans, or infidels 
in their prejudices; or which fatally deceive 
fouls a moſt without number. We ſhould dwell 
on theſe ſubjects with ſerious reflection, till ge- 
nuine zeal and love affect our hearts, and cauſe 
us to ſigb and mourn over theſe evils as our oο 
concern; inſtead of indu ling the diſpoſition, 
which is too common, of expoſing the crimes 
of others with apparent ſatisfaction, or proud 
ſelf. preference. way know what 'a gracious 
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charge was given to the deſtroying angel, con- 
cerning that remnant in Jeruſalem, who thus 
<« fighed and mourned for the abominations that 
« were done in the midſt of it:“ how the 
Lord approved the ſame ſpirit and conduct in 
Jeremiah, in Daniel, and in Ezra, and eſpe- 
cially in Joſiah?: and how manifeſtly this was 
the diſpoſition, not only of Paul towards his 
unbelieving countrymen, but of the Lord Jeſus 
himſelf, who wept over the crimes and ap- 


proaching miſeries of that devoted city where 


his blood was about to be ſhed. | | 
Diligent and impartial ſelf- examination, not 


only as to the ground of our hope in God, but 


eſpecially in reſpect to every part of our preſent 
conduct, is a concurrent duty of great import- 
ance. This, however, will not anſwer the de- 
ſired end, unleſs it be accompanied with prayer 


to the great Searcher of hearts to prove and 


try us: that we may indeed grow more ac- 
quainted with our on hearts, and thus be 
taught to rectify whatever prevents our uſeful- 
neſs; and inſtructed in attending to duties hi- 
therto neglected or improperly performed; and 


enabled to bear a decided and honourable teſti- 


mony to the great truths of Chriſtianity, and 
that holineſs by which they are adorned and re- 
commended. __ ene BL 0 
This is peculiarly needful in theſe days 
of prevailing infidelity, hereſy, and impiety, 
as well as of moſt deplorable immorality. 
At ſuch a time all, that “ love the Lord 
« Teſus in ſincerity,” ſhould: unite in a bold 
and zealous attachment to the grand docs 
n CON * trines 
7 Ezek. ix Dan. ix. x. Ezra ix. Neh. ix. 
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ttines of his glorious goſpel, a conſtant and 
revetent attendance on his ſacred ordinances, a 
Nrict but chearful obſervance of his holy day, a 
diligent and unreſerved obedience to all his com- 
mandments, and a cloſe imitation of his bright 
example. The revival of pure Chriſtianity 
ſhould be our object: but in this every one 
ought to begin at home. As far as this is done 
2 revival will take place: but we are not war- 
ranted to expect it in any other way. 

In this view the importance of family-reli- 
gion, and a careful performance of the duties 
incumbent upon parents, and maſters, and 
other ſuperior relations, muſt be manifeſt to 
every reflect ing perſon. The notice which the 
Lord took of Abraham's conduct, in this re- 
ſpect, has been mentioned: but we may here 
temind the reader of its ſubſerviency to the 
accompliſhment of the promiſes to his poſterity. 
« He u ill command his children and his houſe- 
hold after him; and they ſhall keep the way 
« of the Lord, to do juſtice and judgment, 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
« which he hath ſpoken of him.” In like 
manner Joſhua, when zealouſly endeavouring 
to promote true religion among his people, de- 
clared without heſitation, As for me and my 
*«-houſe, we will ſerve the Lord.“ On the 
other hand, the indolent, timid, and indulgent 
condudtt of Eli, reſpecting his ſons, brought ruin 
on his family, and dreadful calamities on- Iſrael: 
and the miſconduct even of . Jehoſhaphat, in 
forming an affinity with the family of Ahab, 
did not fail to produce ſimilar fatal effects. 
It is ſeriouſly apprehended, that remiſſneſs in 
fam. ly religion, relaxation of domeſtick autho- 
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rity and regularity, and the adoption of worldly 


maxims in the education and diſpoſal of 'chil- 


dren, conſtitute a conſiderable part of the firs of 
_ the church in the preſent day, as diſtinguiſhable 
from the fins of the irreligious part of the na- 
tion. Theſe evils ſeem to have made way for 
the apoſtacy of great numbers from evangel- 
ical principles, to heretical ſyſtems, nay to 
ſcepticiſm, infidelity, or open impiety; even 
from among thoſe who were educated in pro- 
feſſedhy religious families. And we may be 
confident, that nothing ſhort of a very ſtrict 


and zealous attention to theſe moſt important 


duties, with an ardent defire of perpetuating 
vita] religion in our families and to poſterity, 
will be permanently and decidedly ſucceſsful, 
againſt the bold, and ſtrenuous, and indefatiga + 
ble attempts of the enemies of our holy religion, 
If we prevail by prayer with the Lord to ſpare 
us, and to * pour out his Spirit from on high 
« upon us;” this will certainly be one effect 


of that merciful diſpenſation : men, profeſſing 


evangelical godlineſs, will ſpare no pains, but 
will forego every flattering and adyantageous 
proſpect, in order to © bring up their children 
* in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” 
They will become far more defirous, that they 
ſhould be pious Chriſtians, than accompliſhed, 
learned, wealthy, or honoured in the world: 
and they will be eſpecially concerned, that they 
may poſſeſs the diſpoſitions and qualifications, 
requiſite for ſerving their generation, for ſup- 
porting the intereſts of religion, and for tranſ- 
mitting this invaluable blefling to poſterity alſo”, 
BST TEL v itte Finally, 

3 Pf, lexviii. 7: | 
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Finally, every man has bis talents, whether 
few or many. Stateſmen, ſenators, magiſtrates, 
miniſters of religion; the rich, the learned, the 

ingenious, ſhould avail themſelves of their pe- 
cular advantages and the influences thus given 
them, to ſerve. their generation according to 
<< the will of God, while they continue WY 
in prayer for the church and nation. They 
ought to diſtinguiſh themſelves, by a valiant, 
decided, and zealous conduct, in countenancing 
and ſupporting the cauſe and the friends of truth 
and righteouſneſs: and in this courſe, they may 
hope, like Moſes, to be honoured of God, to 
ſtand in the breach, and to turn away his 
indignat ionꝰ from our guilty land. d 

Even they, who are placed in a more obſcure 
ſtation, and are known only. in a narrow circle, 
have ſome little influence; and they ſhould be 

careful not to bury their one talent in the earth: 
for by a pious converſation, an attention to re- 
lative duties, and a readineſs to every work and 
labour of love; they may accompliſh more than 
they ſuppoſe, in promoting the grand object of 

all our ſupplicationss. 

Theſe things, as connected with an habitual 
and manifeſt endeavour to ſhew ourſelves peace- 
able and;peace-makers, in the church and in the 
community; ſteady friends to ſocial order, and 
to the conſtitution and government under which 
a kind providence; has placed us, (yet avoiding 
all the violence and bitterneſs of party-diſputes;) 
dutiful and loyal ſubjects to our King; harmleſs, 

blameleſs, and kind among our neigbbours; con- 
tented in our-ſtation 3 ſtaying our minds on Gd, 
in chearful and humble confidence, amidſt dan- 
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gers and alarms; and following meekneſs, tem- 
perance, truth, and righteouſneſs in our whole 
conduct, ſeem to conſtitute our preſent duties. 
And as far as the Lord ſhall be pleafed to bleſs 
our endeavours to increaſe the number of thoſe 
who thus pray, and who thus aim to act con- 
ſiſtently with their prayers, in reliance on the 
mercy and grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; our 
hopes may reaſonably be encouraged, that «He 
« will work for his own name's ſake,” and not 
ſuffer any enemy to prevail againſt s. | 
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A FORM OF PRAYER, _ 
Concerning the preſent tate of publick affairs; in- 
tended to be introduced in the worſhip of the 
Family or cloſet, by thoſe who wiſh for fuck a 
help; or to ſuggeſt hints to others. + FF Fat 


MOST merciful God, who doeſt what thou 
cc wilt in the armies of heaven, and among the 
c inhabitants of the earth; and ordereſt all 
things in perfect wiſdom, righteouſneſs, truth, 
and love; we deſire to look to thee for help and 
protection in this ſeaſon of peculiar danger and 
alarm. We acknowledge, O Lord, that thou 
mighteſt moſt juſtly leave us in the hands of 
our enemies, and by them execute deſerved ven- 
geance upon us. Thou haſt, in a moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing manner, favoured us as a nation with 
invaluable advantages, both temporal and ſpiri- 
tual, during a long term of years; ſo that no 
people on earth has been more highly favoured 
in thy providence. But alas, we have been moſt 
ſhamefully ungrateful for theſe mercies; we 
have groſsly abuſed our peculiar privileges; we 
have multiplied our provocations againſt thee; 
our own ſins and the ſins of our land bear wit- 
"neſs againſt us; we bluſh and are aſhamed to 
look up unto thee, our offended God ; and we 
are ready to fear that we are ripe for thy heavieſt 
judgments. Yet we humbly pray thee, © in 
+ wrath remember mercy :” and while thou cor- 
reteſt us for our multiplied miquities, do not 
give up a people, that is called by thy name, to 
be a reproach to the heathen, leſt they ſhould 
ſay * Where is now their God?“ - 
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* We do not preſent our ſupplications before 
e thee, for our righteouſneſs, but for thy great 
« mercies.” We therefore beſeech thee, O 
Lord, to glorify thy mercy in thy dealings with 
us. Thou art the Protector of all who truſt in 
thee; and without thy almighty aid all human 
help is vain. O preſerve our country from war 
and bloodſhed : permit no invader to land on 
our ſhores : let no domeſtick diſſentions plunge 


us into thoſe dreadful calamities which other 


countries have experienced: and {ſuffer no per- 
ſecutor to deprive us of our religious liberty, and 
our ineſtimable privileges. 5 — 25 

Thou, O Lord, haſt all hearts in thy hand. 
Turn the thoughts and deſires of all parties, in- 
volved in theſe bloody conteſts, to peaceful 
meaſures. Say to the deſtroying angel, It is 
* enough, ſtay now thine hand.“ Speak the 


word, and the ſtorm will ſubſide into a calm. 


O thou God of peace, ſtop that deſolating tor- 
rent which is deluging the nations. Reſcue 
thoſe countries which have fo long been viſited 
with the aweful ſcourge of waf. Sanctify the 
calamities to the ſurviving ſufferers: and prevent 
the further effuſion of human blood. | 

Over- rule, we beſeech thee, the aſtoniſhing 
revolutions and convulſions of the paſt years, that 
they may ſubſerve the more extenſive ſpread of 
thy goſpel : and let it appear that thou didſt 
permit the temporary ſucceſs of infidelity and 
atheiſm, in order toprepare the way for the peace- 
ful triumphs of pure Chriſtianity, over every kind 
of irreligion, ſuperſtition, and falſe religion.— 
Compaſſionate, O God of mercy, that country, 
with which we are now engaged in horrid war; 
whole rulers have been employed as ſcourges of 
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other nations, but have moſt of all deſolated 
their on land. Send its inhabitants, O Lord, 
we pray thee, the bleſſings of ſtable peace, good 
government, rational liberty, and true religion. 
And may thoſe, who once were diſtinguiſhed 
characters, and who, amidſt the moſt diſtreſſing 
and humiliating ſcenes, ſtill ſurvive, have their 
calamities ſanctified to their everlaſting benefit. 

We beſeech thee, O merciful Lord, to bleſs 
thy ſervant, our gracious King, with thy choiceſt 
bleſſings. Be pleaſed to defend him, and every 
branch of the Royal Family, againſt all dangers 
and aſſailants. Supply them with every good 
and perfect gift: and enable them to glorify 
thee and to ſerve their generation, in thoſe ex- 
alted ſtations which thou haſt aſſigned them; 
and at length bring them to thine mane 
felicitx. 

Direct and proſper the deliberations of the 
counſellors, miniſters of ſtate, and ſenators, to 
whom the affairs of the nation are entruſted. 
Endue them with wiſdom and knowledge ; and 
diſpoſe them to ſuch meaſures, as thou wilt bleſs 
for the preſervation of order at home, and the 
ſpeedy reſtoration of peace abroad : and till thou 
ſhalt ſee good to grant our moſt earneſt prayers 
for this bleſſing ; defend us in that manner, if 
it be thy will, which may moſt conduce to the 

of the whole human race. 

O Lord, we pray thee protect our ſoldiers and 
8 and thoſe who lead them forth to bat- 
tle. Preſerve their lives, ſanctify their perils 

and hardſhips, and ſave their immortal ſouls. 
Me beſeech thee, O Lord, to look upon that 
neighbouring iſland, nearly connected with us, 
which is now in an alarming and aweful ſtate of 


* 
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Altusckion, and has been the ſcene of moſt ter- 
rible calarmties. Calm, we pray thee, that 


tempeſt which now prevails. Direct the perſons, | 
to whom publick affairs are committed, to the 
wiſeſt and moſt ſalutary meafures ; and grant, 
we earneſtly beſeech thee, that with returning 
peace and order, ſome effectual means may be 
_ uſed to communicate the bleſſed light of divine 
truth to all the inhabitants. 

Teach and enable, O Lord, we intreat thee, 
all orders. of men in theſe lands, to ſeek thy glory 
and the publick good, by a due improvement 
of the talents which thou haſt committed to 
their ſtewardſhip. 

Proſper the labours of all thoſe, whom thow 
% alloweft to be put in truſt with the goſpel.” 
May they increaſe continually in wiſdom and 
knowledge, in zeal and love, 1n ſimplicity and 
diſintereſtedneſs, and in ſelf· denying diligence and 
activity; and grant them the ſweet conſolation 
of witneſſing an abundant ſucceſs to their la- 
bours. IIluminate all who bear the facred 
character, however diſtinguiſhed, © with true 
* knowledge and underſtanding of thy word; and 

* grant that, both by their preaching and living, 
* they may ſet it forth and ſhew it accordingly ;* 
—and ſend forth many additional labourers into 
the harveſt. 


Bleſs all thoſe, who in any ſtation, ſtand in 


the breach, by their prayers and exertions, to 


turn away thine indignation from a guilty land. 

Proſper all means uſed for the reformation of our 
manners; the extirpation of national enormities; 
the reviyal of pure religion; the pious inſtruction 
of the riſing generation, and in particular of thoſe 
who are deſigned to fill the more important 


ſtations 
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ſtations in church and ſtate; the alleviation of 
miſery and diſtreſs in theſe calamitous times; and 
eſpecially for ſending the goſpel of ſalvation to 
the dark regions of the earth. 

Lift up a ſtandard, we beſeech thee, againſt 


the infidelity, impiety, and profligacy, which at 


preſent threaten the deſtruction of our holy reli- 


gion. Deliver thy church from whatever cor- 


rupts its purity, divides its unity, and weakens 
the energy of 1ts teſtimony to thy truth. Grant 
that all All hs are called Chriſtians, may be led 
into the way of truth; and hold the faith in 
unity of ſpirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
* righteouſneſs of life.” Extend the boundaries 
of thy church: and haſten the times, when the 
poor benighted Jews ſhall be converted to their 
long rejected Meſſiah ; when the fulneſs of the 


gentiles ſhall ' come in; and when the nations 


© ſhall beat their frords into plough! ſhares and 


© learn war no more.“ 


O Lord, we intrent thee, hear 10 anſwer 
thadai our ſupplications ; - bleſs our endeavours ; 
and fill our land with truth and righteouſneſs : 
that it may be for thy glory, not only to pre- 
ſerve us from every enemy, and to continue our 


privileges to the lateſt poſterity; but alſo to 


honour us, as thy inſtruments, to convey thy 
goſpel, as the richeſſ of all treaſures, along with 
our extenſive commerce, to the utmoſt borders 
of the earth. Theſe and all mercies, we, poor 
ſinful creatures, moſt humbly beſeech thee to 
beſtow upon us, of thy abundant goodneſs and 


* mercy, through the mediation and for the ſake 
of thy ell loved Son our Saviour, who is 


with thyſelf and the eternal Spirit, One God 
over all. bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 
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type, according to the. ſpecimen ; and on ſuperfine wove 


r. 

8 N. B. To the purchaſers of the rnmons on 
SELECT SUBJECTS it may be proper to add, that it 
is intended to print the Effays uniformly with them, 
and at leaſt on as good a paper. 

II. The price in boards to ſubſcribers Six Shillings. 

The money to be paid when the book is delivered. 

III. When a ſufficient number of copies are ſubſcribed | 
for, the Work {ſhall be ſent to the preſs, and expedued with 
all convenient ſpeed. 
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